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Claims 1-31 are pending. Claim 31 is newly added. Claims 17-30 are withdrawn. 
The Examiner has kindly indicated that after careful reconsideration of this application, 
the claims are considered to be product-by-process type. More specifically, the Examiner 
has indicated that the process limitation "implanted on a molecular level" does not im- 
posed any structural limitation on the claims. Claims 1 and 12 have been amended to 
remove the claims from a product-by-process type claim. 

Claim 1 now recites: "a stent body constructed of material including a stent metal- 
lic substance and a carbon deposit present at a molecular level within the stent metal- 
lic substance and at a depth within a surface of the stent ." (emphasis added) This 
claim clearly recited a structural limitation of a carbon deposit being present at a molecu- 
lar level with the stent metallic substance. To make an analogy, a claim directed to "a 
rod made from a metallic material including iron and aluminum deposit present at a mo- 
lecular level with the iron" is a structural claim reciting the material of which the rod is 
made. A claim for a film layer directed to "X polymer and Y polymer present with the X 
polymer" is again a structural claim and not a product by process claim. Claims 1 and 
12, similarly, are no longer product-by-process claims but claims with structural features. 

Since the claim has been amended from a product-by-process claim to a structural 
claim, the language of " carbon deposit present at a molecular level within the stent 
metallic substance and at a depth within a surface of the stent" must be given pat- 
entable weight. The references cited by the Examiner, alone or in combination, fail to 
teach this limitation. Accordingly, claim 1 is patentably allowable for the cited refer- 
ences. Claims 2-11 and 3 1 depend from claim 1 and are patentably allowable for at least 
the same reason. 

With respect to claim 12, the same arguments as above apply. Applicants respect- 
fully request removal of the rejections. 
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Since all claims are in a condition for allowance, please issue a Notice of Allow- 
ability so stating. If the Examiner has any questions, the Examiner is invited to call the 
undersigned attorney of record. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Date: December 23, 2005 

Squire, Sanders & Dempsey L.L.P 
One Maritime Plaza 
Suite 300 

San Francisco, C A 94111 
Facsimile (415)393-9887 
Telephone (415)954-0323 
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Cameron Kerrige 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 44,826 


SANFRANCISCO/169672. 1 


